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doors opened to a wide ter-
race overlooking a fountain
featuring a bronze figure of
Neptune.

The grounds, which
encompass more than 180
acres of lakes, wooils and
gardens, were designed by
Andr6 Le N6tre, the mas-
termind behind the intricate
gardens at Versailles. The
chAteau has been dubbed ,,le
petite Versaillesj' because in
addition to Le N6tre's con-
tribution, the home itself
was constructdd bv a lead-
ing architect of King Louis
XII ]ules Hardouin-Man-
sart, who designed Versailles'
famous Hall'of Mirrors, the
Queen's Staircase and Le
GrandTrianon.
. At first, it all feels too pre-

cious. I carefully wipe my
shoes, skirt the larpets and
keep my hands dutlfdly in
my pockets, though I long
to stroke the old stones. But
as Deubel shows us around,
from the l5th-centurv foun-
dations below (c6mplete
with an "oubliette," or dun-
geon, which could come in
handy for guests who skip
out on their bill) to the sunlit
{rir,g room, the wood-pan-
eled library and music room,
we find that ChAteau de Vil-
lette feels more like a home
than a palace.

t'Versailles is monu-
mental in size. It was built
to impressj' notes Deubel.t'But here, you have human
dimensions, You feel com-
fortablei'

Sure, the music room is
furnished with silk-uphol-
stered chairs and glittering
flxtures that wouldn't have
looked out of place two cen-
trrries ago, but a pair of flashy
red maracas resting on a
marble-top table and a song-
book by the Beatles splayed
atop the grand piano engen-
der visions of boisteious
sing-alongs. And in the salon
where Sophie de Grouchy,
an l8th-century beauty and
one-time lover of Lafay=.
ette, entertained the gfeat-
est minds of her day, there
are two comfortable sofas. a
basket of fashion magazines
and piles of books laden with
sticky notes marking the
pages where the famous chi-
teau has earned a bit of ink.' Not only was it named in
Dan Brownts runawav best-
seller "The Da Vinci Code"
as the home of Sir Leigh
Teabing, but it also features
nrnminan l l "  in  + l . ^  G l *  -+ - *

r (r r vvr r rJ qr s )ur n p rususry appotrueo, ownerugex€i_
encourages guests to feel at home. Chefs, maids and builers
can be hired, or you might end up helping with dinner yourself.

here in this room.
Perhaps it's the normalcy

of vegging in front of the
television, but within hours
of our arrival, wetve gone
ftom our "look, don't touch"
mentality to foraging for a
snack in one of the chiteau's
three kitchens. It's an inti-
mate little hub, sandwiched
between the dining room and
the library, furnished with
ancient brown appliances
and a long slab of a cou4try
table. Not fancy, but delight-
fullycozyandwarm.

Decker is quite happy for
her guests to make them-
selves at home. When she

A oery  spec ia l  oppor tun i ty  a t  Sea ls land

E N D  T H E  S U M M E R  W I T H
A  P E R S O N A L  S P A  E X P E R I E N C E .

.  Excep. t iona l  ra tes  s td r t  a t  $ r ,oso  per  i lgb t *

Relax in d luxtrious suite at tbe legndary Cloiiter, tben rejuoerate
in thc rut Spa at Sea Island, a soothing sanctuary to restare and reJresh.
It additiotr to tbe midaled accommodatiotrs, you'll ettjoy one session uitb

a pmonal trainel udinited Jituess classes atd a $too Spa GiJt Card.
The card nay be wed Jor trutmats, wellness consubations, s4uash lessons,

prioate coacbing, Spa merchardise - dfly udy to rest atd retuite.

T O  B O O K  O R  T O  T A K E  A D V A N T A G E  O F  O T H E R  S P E C I A L
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sweeps in a few hours later,
casually tossing her purse on
the stone table inthe rotunda
and kicking off her sandals
beneath a sideboard in the
dining room, she includes me
in the dinner preparations. I
set the table with gold char-
gers and her Versailles china
(no more paper wrappers for
us!) and light candles in the
crystal candelabras.

Guests canhire afull com-
plement of chefs, maids and
butlers. But tonight, Deeker,
who teaches French, Italian
and Chinese cooking classes
at the ch0teau, whips up
dinner herself. We linger for

P8AGU!..,...,. l? 1sTAil8U.,.... S CA|R0..,,.,..,..
BUC|tARrSr...u t A00s...,..,..,.
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Scenes from "The Da Vinci Code" were shot at the ch6teau,
Guests can peruse the book or watch the fitm.

either side. "Choose any one
you wantj' Decker says. So I
make a beeline for a spacious
boudoir. overlooking the
mooniit gardens below.

Tomorrow, my husband
(Prince Charming) and I will
return to'Paris in our taxi,
which I can't help but believe
will turn into a pumpkin as we
leave the gates. But tonight,
slipping between the sheets
of the vast bed with its gilded
headboard, I feel like a prin-
cess, minus the pea beneath
my comfy mattress. OK, so
I'm mixing my fairy tale met-
aphorsr but as guests here
inevitably discover, ChAteau
de Villette is the realization
of all those childhood fanta-
sies rendered in silk tapes-
tries and stone,

hours at the table, savoring
prosciutto-wrapped melon,
ginger-and- garlic beef stir-
fry and Decker's mouth-
watering chocolate mousse
as ihe explains what led her
to purchase the chAteau in
1999 after visiting more than
30 properties around France.

Decker already owned the
Chiteau de Grimaldi in Aix-
en-Provence, but she was
lookingfor another one closer
to Paris. 'rI wanted something
light, bright and happy - no
dark narrow staircases and
hallways. And I didn't want
a moat," she adds decisively,
"which would breed mosoui-

toes in the summertime."
She spent three years

restoring and furnishing the
chAteau, searching for period
pieces and reproductions
that befit the surroundings
without making it feel stuffy.
"It's elegant and beautiful,
but I don't want you to feel
like you're in a museum and
can't put your feet up/' she
insists.

As the candles wax low
and the feast dwindles in the
wee hours of the morning,
my husband and I climb the
stone staircase to the second
floor, where a long gallery
gives way to bedrooms on

Enjoy special summer savings from Jupiter/fequesta to Boca Raton at these hotels, resorts and
attractions. Plus save even more with our "$'l,000Worth of the Palm Beaches" free savings certificates.

Call 1.800.554.PALM (7256) or visit palmbeachfl.com

Boco Roton Resort d Club
Rates from $149. Boasting 5 luxurious styles of
accommodation, Boca Raton Resort & Club offers
2 championship golf courses, the Spa Palazo, tennis, a
marina and 12 award-winning resaurants in a spectacular
water{ront setting. Rates valid through 09130107.
Call 866.861.3857 . BocaResort.com/PBC

Brcdley ParkHotel
Suite with Kitchen. From $129. Stay 2 t{ighe. 3d l{ight Free!
Histork boufique hotel on the lsland of Polm Beoch
Experience the lifestyle of the Rich and Famous at
Exceptional Savings! 800.822.4 | | 6 or 56 | .832.7050
bndleyparkhotel.com Promo code BPHSI

Delray Beach Moniott
Sumnrer Breakaway Vacatlon. Rates starting at iust
$159 per nightt Ofrer includes breakfast for two and a
welcome amenity upon arrirral. Valid through 9/30/07.
Call 877.433.5729 and reouest rate code SBVX.
Delraybeachmarriott.€om

Doubletree Polm Beoch Gardens
From $'149-$189. Celebrate the Spirit of Romance.
Our indulgent Sweet Romance Getaway package is available
all year long. lncludes DeluxeAccommodations and a bottle
of sparkling wine in your room on arrival. 1.800.222.TREE
doubletreepalmbeachgardens.com

Hilton Singer lslond Oceanfiont Resort
BounceBack@ Package frum 9139 per night.
An Island Getaway is closer than you think! Stay as many
nights as you like & enjoy complimentary breakhst for

Hilton Suites Boco Roton
Stay "SUITE STYLE". Rates from $119, All suites in the
heart of Boca Raton. Featurint complimentary full
breakfast and cocktails. Call 1-8O0-HILTONS or
561.483.3600. Visit us at bocaratonsuites.hilton.com

Holidoy lnn Highland Beach
For a limlted time only. From $129 per night. Enjoy
your stiry in a pool view room with breakhst for two.
Welcome gift upon arrival. Call 866.790.2198 and request
package code BBG.Tax and gratuity not included.
highlandbeachholidayinn.com

lupiter Beoch Resort 4 Spo
Summer Sizzle Package from $149 per night,
Plus receive Resort Credits. Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa
is a secluded tropical hideaway with spacious rooms and
spectacular ocean views. 800.228.q810

lupiterBeachResort.com

PGA Nationof Resort d SDo
Stay & Play at PGA National hesort & Spa for gl50
per night. A Championship Experience EveryTimel
Includes accommodations and unlimited golf each dala
Yalid 51269130107. Certain conditions apply.
Call 800.633.91 50 or pgaresort.com

VlSlf Lion Country Sofari, West Polm Beoch
Buy 1/ Get 1 Free admission with coupon from
lioncountrysafari.com/coupom/pb.litin Voteq Best Local
Attraction. South Florldal only drine' ffti with
two parks for one price. eaiire" itlf tmfi Ii :, . l


